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-  Tou above all others ſeem to-bave | 
and Weighty Aﬀairs which are wow in © 


Me 


a. BM. = maar. 


PR Oo E M. 


May it pleaſe you, my Lotds and Gontlemeny 


rn Seſſion of Parliament is of ſuch 

high Importance to theſe Parts of 

the World, that Heaven ſeems fo have 
committed the Univerſal Fate of Chriſten» 


ors to Tour diſpoſal; from wag whoſe big or 
' ings, both France, y 
. land, and his 

| take their Moors: Nor will jt be @ 


part of pop nee ey" muſt 


V anity in me to affurm the ſame eh £ A 
Tox, which heretofore Tacitus did of the 
Batravi, * Who in the time of the Ra. 

* mans (ſaith he) were able to conkdd; BG 
* ViRtory upon whatever Party they ad» 


| © hered to, 


The Parliaments of England have ever 
been Formidable 10 their Neighbours ; but 


reſerv'd by Providence, for thaſe G 


Agzitation as well' at home as abroad, 
K 2 | and 


| Proemg. 
and for which purpoſe Tou are here Con- 


wvened. Tou otly are able to caſt out. 


that Angel of Darkneſs, with his many 
Legions, who is at this time endeavou- 
ring to. aeftroy our beſt of K inzs and Go- 
weruments : Toy only are able to Center 
thu reeling Kinzdom, which ſtazgers and 
groans under the Pluriſie of Popery, and 
which ( if not now prevented ) may in 
time attaint and corrupt the whole maſs 
of Englifh Blzgd : Tou cnly are able to 
preſerve? that ſo neceſſary Religion, and 
Sicred Property of our Britiſh Iſle, by 
continuins as there mow is) a Proteſtant 
Fiead,. upon a Proteſtant Body; without 
which, or Prince would be no other than 
a Father-is-law to his People, and they 
Spas» 13;- [iv to him : beſides, the incoherence 
would be as great and diſazreeable, as to 
behold a biack Indian Head, annex'd 
"en'0 a white Body, Neither would ſuch 
a c. ujuneFion be more Uunatural, than 
Tico.wentent, fince Fle that is arbitrary 
ever the Scul, as in Popery, hath ever 
a co-oqual power ever Body and ihe Eſtate; 
which, B evident from the examples of 
Fraice, Spain, and other Pcpiſh Govern 
'niets, where the Prieſt rides the Soul, 
T7 and 


Proem. 
and. the Prince the Body : (a Tyranny 
as diſagreeable to our Gracious Soveraign s 
Nature to impoſe upon us, as it would be 
inſupportable for our Engliſh Spirits 70 
bean} © | | | 

Now the Original. of theſe Popiſh Vit- 
lanics (as I humbly conceive) proceeds 
mot more from their Sacerdotal bHalice 
and Intereſt, than frem their Laicks 1g- 
WIrance and $ ervitudle ; without which, 
their Clergy would at the beſt be rendred 
but like iPalves without Teeth.  Where- 
fere to deveſt their Priefts of this p:wer 
of doing ill, nothing would be more ce 
ducive than the propagating of Vi/dmn 
and Knowledge —_— the populace ;; 


fince as Ignorance renders men obedient 


and ſuſceptible of the meaneſt Slavery, ſo 
doth its contrary put all men upon their 
Guard : Omnes enim nos ſumus, aut 
corvi qui lacerant, aut cadavyera quz la» 
cerantur. Now for the more ſpeedy effc- 
(ling hereof, there hath never been diſco= 
ver'd any better expedient amongft men,. 
than that of the Liberty of the Preſs,. 
whereby whoever oppoſe the Publick Inte 
reft, are expoſed and rendred odious to 
the people : as on the contrary, they. who- 
J. merit 


merit welb\of their: Cunmbry\,\. are” tver 
Hy. rn Sopbat if Fane \ind\ Ambition (2 


e) have 


fo great an influencei\tves' \the. | 
attire men, what can be more reaſonable, 
what can be more ſerviceable to the World, 
#has. that: which*burries men into a ne- 
eefſity of atting Virtuouſly, or of forfeiting 
their fo-much»defired Honour for ever 2 
aud ſuch 7 take to be the conſequence of 
a Free Preſs. From which confideration, 


fevce the late Aft which laid that ſevere 
reſtraint «pm Printing, is fe near Expi- 


ring, my bumble Adareſs 10 Tour Lord- 


ſÞips, aud to Ton Gentlemen of the Houſe 
of Commons, 15, that before Tou proceed 
to the Continuation of any thing of that 
Nature, Tou would condeſcend ſo far as to 
look down  upaw theſe enſuing Arguments, 
againſt any ſuch Jaquifition or Embargo 
«pan Science, wherein Tou may happily find 
ſome Reaſons, which (though not founded 
upon private ends, like thoſe of our Ad- 
werſaries) may yet prove ſufficiently ſatis- 
fa@iry to" all, bit that Dead-weight of 
Tatereft which oppoſetk us z aud will not be 
converted, for that it 1s not for its Intereſt 
ſo to.be. : | 
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LEARNING. 


AND THE. 


| Liberty of the Prefs. 


LL Civilized People, as well At> 
cient as Modern, have ever had 
that vzneration and deference forr 

| _ Learning, that almoſt. no Nation,. 

dii-engaged from Barbariſm, wants its pub-+ + 

| lick Donations, eizker of Magnificent Stru-- 

wes, cr plentiiul Revenues, for.the'Encou--* : 
ragement of Literature and "Learned® Men.. ; 
Sich Parr 8. and Admirers. of Learning: ' 
we:c the Heroes of old, that they ſeem to» } 
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(2) 

contend? about nothing mare, than to,cxcel 
in their Liberaliry to the Muſes: 

Plut. vita FT hus we fce Alexander the Great 
Alex. preſented Ariſtotle wit $000 Ta- 
| lents, as alſo Xenocrates the Phi- 
Tofopher with 59: Talents ; Antwchus like- 
wile preſented his Phylacian Theombroms with 
G2009 Crowns, Homer for his Works rc> 
cciv'd a Thouſand Picces of Silvcr from the 
Carats ; nor did that. ſiffice , but Cities 
muſt tall.rogether by the Ears for the Ho- 
nour of bis Birth ; So liberal were the: An» 
cients to all manner of Science; nor. have 
qur Modern Benefattors been infcriar to 
tNem, as our two famous Univerſtties may 
reſtivic ro Poſtcrity. Yer notwithſtanding all 
rhele Encouragements, Learning hath. of 
late Years mct- with an Obſtcufion in ma- 
oy Places, w:icit ſuppreſſes i from fRlouriſh- 
ivg or Jacrcaling, in ſpight of all its other 


#. 


heips, and that is the Ingarſition upon the 


Preſs, which pcchibics any Book from com- 
ing, forth whhout an Jwprimaters an old 
Relique of ' Bepery, only receflary for the 
, COLrcCcaying Of {ach arſils of Government, 
wich 0: 11phe ovght to ke Giſcover'd and 
amended. j3ozever, as or Government 1s 
not, {ics of ihe lame Ditteenpcr, fo need we 
nut the fs e-Cure, but rather the contraty : 
For as an ill Face canuer be too cloſely 
ma'qued, fo r.ejiher ca a gnyd ove be tuo 
much expoicd. 


T hat 


(43 
+ That Books ate of ' great uſe'ro a Goyeth- 
ment, is evident, Firft, For rhat they are: 
the only Records of- Time, which excice us: 
ro- imitate the paſt Glotics of our Anceſtors.. 
Secondly, We oweour manner or form of 
Divine: Worſhip to Books alone. Thirdly, 
We owe onr Philoſophy or Contemplation: 
of God in his Works, to the ſame Cauſe. 
For Mens Natural Abilities, like Natural 
Plants-, need pruning by Study : Thus we 
ſee 'ithat FBiſtories make Men wiſe z Poers,. 
witty ; Mathematicks, ſubtle ; Natural Phi-- 
loſophy, deep ; Moral Philoſophy, grave ;. 
Logick and Rhetorick, able to diſpute ; all. 
which” Excellencics are ro be acquired only 
from Books; fince no Vecal Learning is ſo- 

(tual tor $nſtruQion, as Reading ; for thar 
wiiten Ditlcouſes are better "digeſted, and: 
ſoprort themſelves berter on their: own- 


weight, than Words diſgutſed by che man-- 


ner of Exprefhon, cadence or geſture, whicty: 
corrupt the ſimplicity of things ; when alſo 
the ſuddenneſs of Pronunciation allows noc: 
the Audience time ſufficient to reflet: upon 
what was ſaid. Moreover, Books flatrer mucte: 
I:{s, and haye more univerſal Preceptrs, than 
Diicourle z which generally affeQs Complai-- 
ſance, and gaining the Hearers good will :: 
Pirticul:rly. in Meorality, where great Perſons. 
are biutcr inſtrufted,, and more plainly re-- 
prehended {CT 13Cir Faults by Books, eaaty: 
by. Diſc:urſcs. Books being therefore in'the- 
12433231 


Ea F 


rgain ſo ufeful-to Human Society, 1 cannor* 


bur herein. agree wich - Mr. 24iltoy, and fay, 
that {unleſs ic be cfic&ted with great Cautto:) 
you had almoſt as good kill a' Man, asa 
good Book ;, for he that, kills a Man, kilis 
but a Reaſonable Creature, God's Image: 
whereas he that deſtroys a good Book, kills 
Reaſon it (clf, which. is as. it were the very 
Eye of God. 

Having thus demonſtrated how much the 
World owes to Learning and Bocks, ler me 


nat. be alcogether unmind{u] of Fauſt avd 


Gattenburg, the promoters of both ; who by 
their Ingenuity diſcovered and made known 
to the World, that Piojound Art of. Print- 
ing, which bath. made Learning not only 
Eaſe, but Cheap; ſince now, avy Perſon 
may accommocate himſelf with a good mo- 
derate Library, at the ſame Price, as here- 
wfore Plato paved for Three Bo:ks of Pht- 
| Io/aus the Pythagorean , viz, 
Gell. ib, 5, Three Hundred Pound:, T his 
&h. 17. was the Invention wherew ith 
 Cardanupbraided the Ancients, 

$ aying, Antiquitas nrbil pay ha- 
Subt, 1b.17. bet. N:y, Thuanus goes higher, 
when ſpeaking of the Inven- 

=: |. : a of is Att, he fant, 
Hit. 19.25. Oubus Flus deber Chriſtianus 
| erbis , quam curnuan forttſume- 


- run bel't aucum ob propagatos fins fatria un- 


44am. aebuit, And truly fo we do ; bur ſtill 
provided, 


V 


— 
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(5) 

provided; that the: laquifiyon vpon it be re- 
moycd,. without which, this Art defign'd ar: 
firſt for the Service of the Publick, wiil prove 
uſeful to none bur tlie Licenſcr. Therefore 
in oppoſition to any ſych Refirain';” T ſhall 
here demonfirate the unreaſ>nablcniet of at:y 
ſuch Licenſe or Imprimatur. | oy 

1. From the Ancient uſaze as well of the 
Greeks as Romans, who wee toth highly 'e- 
minent for Learning, azd whom tn this par- 
ticular we need not be aſhamed ro imitate: 
We do not find amongſt the Greeks, that 
their Petus Comadia ( which was fo much. 
cenſured for Libelling and Tradvcing Men 
by Name, as. to be prohibited' Aﬀtir.g on 
the Stace) was ever ſuppreſt from being read, 
but rather the contrary ; for that Plato him- 
ſelf recommerded the Reading of 4riſtc- 
thanes (ihe looſeſt of all thoſe old Come- 
dians) to: bis Royal Scnolar Dyzonyfrs. Net- 
ther do we read any where, that either Epts 
curus Or that Liber:ins School of Cyrexe, or. 
what the Cynckh Impudence mtcr'd , with 
many other Sefts and Opinions, which rcnd- 
ed to V oluptuovſnel(s, ard the denying of a 
Providence , . were ever prohibited or que- 
Rion'd. Allo amoreſt the Latzzes, we Rod 
Lucretivs verlifying I:1s Epicurean Teignts to 
Memnins, without any moleſtation, and had 
the honour to be pvbliſheg a {econd time by 
Cicero, the great Father of the Comm,on- 
weaith, althouga he bicmſelf diſpurcs agar: (t 


* 


» 


(6) 

that ſame Opinien in-his own Wticings. Nets 
ther. do we read: of any Decree againſt the 
Satyrical ſharpnels -of Lucius, Catulius,'or 
Flacgus. Likewiſe 1a matters of: State, the 


Story of Titus Livin, though it* extolld: 
and magnify'd; Pompey's Party, was not therc- 


fore ſuppreſs'd by Oftawzius Ceſar; of the 0: 
ther Faction: Nay , even in the. times of 


Chriſtianity, unleſs they were plain InveQives 
againſt Chriſtianity ,” as thoſe of- Porphyrius 


and Proclus, they met with no .jnterdidt till. 
about the Year 402, in a Carthagintan Coun- 
cil, wherein Biſhops themſelves were forbid 


to read the Books of-Gezt:iles, bur Herehies 


they might read': Whereas others long be- 
fore them, ſcrupled more the Books of He- 


rcticks, than of Genti/es. And thar: the Pri- 


mitive Councils and Bifhops were uſed only 
to declare what Books were 'rot commenda- 


ble, paſſing no further Cenſure, bur leaving 


to-cach ones Corfcience fo read, or to lay 


by, till after the Year 8c@, is already ob-- 


{crved by Father Pau!, that great unmacker 
of the Tridentine Comal: Alter which ume,. 
the unſatiable Popes engroſled more and 
mare every day, vil Martin whe 5th by his: 
Bull, not only profitbited , but was the frſt 
that Excomniunica:ed the Reading of Hx- 
retical Boks: For about that time, Wicklif 
2nd Huſs proving tormicable, were they who 
ficft:d reve the Papal Court to a (i; ifter p::!1- 
| cy.-of probibicizg ; Which Coarſe, £ the 

| Lent. 


, It 


AMR jnO HIOT hd 
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(73 
Tenth, and his Succeſſors followed, until the 
Council of Trext and the: Sparrſh Inquiſition 
engendrivg together , produced theſe Two 
Monſters, an Index Expurgetorins, and a Lis 
cenſer : When they cnatted,- that no' Book, 
Pamphlct, or Paper ſhould be Printed, till 
ir were Approved and Licenſed under ihe 
hands of Two or Three Giurronous Fryers: - 
$o tiat ia fine, there was never any ſuch Ice 
quiſttion upon Learning known in the Worls, 
ull Slawery (ppplanted Liberty, and Tatereſt Re- 
ligton. 
2. It is the greateſt. Affront and Diſcou- 
ragement that can be oft.1'd ro Learniog and: 
Learned Men : For ſo far to diſtrutt the 
Judgment and Honeſty of one who hath 
bur a common repute 1m Learning, (raving 
never yet offended) as not-to count him fit - 
coPrint his Mind. withour a Tutor or Exa- 
miner, l:{ he ſhould drop a Scihiſm of Cor- 
ruption, is the greatcſt ciipleaſure and in- 
dignity to a free and knowing Spitir, that 
can be put upon him. What advaniage is 
it ro be a Man, over it 15 to be a Roy ar 
School, if we have only. {cap'd the-Fervia, 
ro come under the Feicu.of an [a frimatuor 
When a Man writes co the World, he fum- 
m9:2s vp all his Reaſon and Deliberarion to 
a{fit him ;. he Searches,. Meditates, is indus» 
ſtrious in Confulting and Confcrriog © with 
his Judicieus Friends; aitcr all which, he- 
takes! 


$# &} 
takes himſelf to be inform'd in what he 
writes, as well as any that writ before ; if in 
this the moſt conſummate aCt of þ1s fidel:- 
ty and ripeneſs, no years, no induſtry, ng 
fyrmer proof of his Abilitics,can bring him 19 
the ſtate of Maturity, as ngt to be 01!l dj- 
ſtruſted, unleſs he carty all his conſiderate 
diligence, ll his niidnight \archings and 
Expence of Palaa;az (y), tothe Balty view 
of an U-leiſured Licza/er, porhaps much his 
Younger, perhaps much his Jaferior 13 Judg- 
inent, perh2ps one who rever knew the La- 
bour of Book-wricting, or perhaps one alto- 
gerher ignorant of thar Art or Science whiere- 
of rae Author trea's. Yhen 1i he be not 
repulsd or flighted , mult appear in Pri:t 
like a Prnny with his Guardian, ang his 
Caiſor's Hand on the back of his Tie, to 
be his Bui ard Surety that ke is ro 14tot or 
Seducer : This cannet but be a derogation 
to the Autinor ard to the Book, as well a5 
to the privilege and Vignty of Learning, 
Anc what if te Author inali be of fo Copi- 
ous a Farcy, as wo have many things well 
wotth the adding, come 143 his Mind 
aiter Licenſing, wile the Book is yer under 
te Preſs, which frequently happeys even to 
the beit of Writers, and tha; priaps a 
Z:n times 113 one Book > The Pri 
n2t go beyond his Licenizd Copy ; {o 
then moſt the Author trudoe © his Ec2ve- 
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giver, that thoſe his new Inſertions may bs 
view'd ; and many a Journey will he make 
'cre that Licexſer, (for it muſt be the ſame 
Man,) can either be found, or be found. at 
Leifure ; in'the mean while, either the Preſs 
muſt ſand ti!l, which is no, ſmall Damage, 
o: the Author loſe his moſt CorretThoughts, 
and ſo ſend forth his Book ImperfeA. How 
can any Man eſteem himſelf Door enough 
to teach with Authority in his own Book, 
when he himſelt and all that he Writes muſt 
ſubmit to the juriſdiction and cenſure of an- 
other ? | 

2. 'Tis a great prejudice even to the Book 
it ſelf, to come our under the parcialiry and 
ipnorant approbation of a Licenſe: Every 
Acure Reader upon the firſt ſtghr of a Pc- 
dantick Zicexſe, will be apt to miitnterpret the 
Word (Imprimatur) and think. it f1gnifies no 
more, but that this Book is fooliſh enough 
ro be Printed z when ſceing it comes out un- 
der the ward{hip of another, he will be apt 
to ſay, I know rothing of the Licewſe, bur 
that I have his own Hand for his Arrogance 
who ſhall warrant me hg Jigment ? I he 
State, Sir, replies the Stationery : But hath a 
quick return, The State ſhali be my Gover- 
nours, but not my Criticks ; they may be 
riltaken in the choice of a Lycenſer, as ca- 
fily as this Licerſer, in the choice of an Au- 
thor : Whereunto he might alſo add from: 
my 


6 ro.) 

my Lord Bacon, That ſuch Authorized Books 
are but the Lancuage of the Times. For though 
a Etcenſer ſhonid happen to: be more than or- 
dinary Judicious, whickr will be a great ha- 

in the next 5nccethion 3 yer his very Ot- 
fice and Commiſſion. cnjoyns him to lec paſs 
nothing but what is vulgarly received alrea- 
Gy. Nay, if the wotk of any Deceaſed Au- 


thor, though never ſo Famous in his Liſe- 
' time, come to their hand for Licenſe to be 
| Frinted or Reprinted ; if there be found in 


the Book any cne Opirion that thwarts the 
Licenſer's Hamour, whether ir be of a Va- 
cuum, Motion, Air, or never ſo inconſide- 
rable a Subje&' the Senſe of that great Man 
ſhail to all Poſterity be loſt, out ot the pre- 
ſumptuous Raſhnefs of a pedantick Lzcexfer. 


-So that if theſe things be not ſ:rioufly and. 


timely rcſented by them who have the Re- 
medy in their power; but that Lrcenſers are 


_ permitted ro gnaw out the choiceſt periods 
of exquiſite Books, and ro commit ſuch a 


Treacherous Fraud againſt the Orphan re- 
mainders of the Worthicſt . Men aiter 
Death, the move Sorrow will- belong to 
that helpleſs Race of Men, whoſe Misfor- 
tune it is to have Underſtanding. Rence- 
forth let no Man care to learn , or care 
to be more Worldly Wiſe ; for certainly, 
in higher matters to be Ionorant and Sloath- 
ful, to be a common ſtedfaſt Dunce, _ 
| e 
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be = only pleaſant Liſe, and only in re- 
ueſt. . | 

; 4. It is not only a refleQion upon Books 
and particular Men, but it is likewiſe an uns 
dervaluing and vilifying of the whole Na- 
tion : I cannot ſer ſo ſmall value for all the 
Invention, the Att, the Wit, the grave and 
folid Judgment which is in. Ergland, as to 
Imagine that it can be comprehended in , 
any Twenty Capacities, hc-7 good ſoever, . 
much leſs that it ſhoald not paſs except their 
Superintendence be over it, except it be f1fr- 
ed and ſtrained with their Strainers,' and that 
it ſhould be uncurrent wichour their Manval 
Starnp : Truth and Underſtanding are ror 
ſuch Wares as to be Monopolized and 
Traded in Tickers, Sratutes and Srandarfts. 
We muſt not think to make a Staple Com- 
modity of all the knowledge in the Land,'to 
Mark and Licenſe it like our Broad-cloth 
and Wook-packs: Whar is it bur a Servi- 
tude, lixe that impoſed by the Phe/zftines, 
not to be allow'd the ſharpening of our ozn 
Axes, but we muſt repair from all Quar- 
ters to Twemy Licenſing Forges > Had any 
one wtitten or divulged erroneous things, 
and ſcandalous to an Honeſt Lite, miſufing 
and forfeiting the Efleem had of his Reaſon 
amorgſt Men; if after Conviction, this on» 
ly Cenſure were adjudged him , that he 
ſhouid neyer henceforth. write but under . th: 

Autha- 
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' Authority of an Examiner z this cou!d not 
be appreherided leſs than a diſgracetul Pu- 
n'ſhment. Wheice, 'to include the whole 
Nation, and thalc thar never yet thiis offe1:d- 
ed,*under ſuch a difficent and ſufpedttul Pro- 
hibirion, renders-it no leſs than a National 


Diſparagement ; and ſo much the more, ' 


ſeeing Debtors and Delinquenrs* may walk 


abroad without a Keeper , but inoffentive 


Books muſt norſtic forch wirhout a viſthle 
Faylor ia rheir Title :. Nor 1s it a Jeſs Re- 
proach to the Commanalty ; fi-ce, jt we 
be jealous over them, as that we darc not 
eruſt chem with an Exg/tþ Pamphlct; what 
do we but cenfure them for a giddy, vicious, 
unthinking crowd; in ſuch a (ſick eſtate of 
Diſcretion}, as to be able to take nothing 
down , but 'through the: Pipe of a Lycexfer. 
Now that this proceeds from the cate or 
love of the Commonalty , w2 cannot pre- 
tend ; fince in thoſe Popiſh Places where 
the Lairy are moſt hated and deſpiſed, rhe 
_ ſtriftne's aad_ ſeyerity is uſed over 
LP, 

F. Ir refl-&s upon our Church and-Cier- 
gy, of whoſe Labonrs we ſhould hope bet- 
er, and of rhe proficiency which their Flock 
reaps by them; than after all this Light of 
the Goſpel, all this continual Preaching, 
they ſhould be (till frequented with ſuch: an 
un-Principled, un-cdify'd ard Laick Rabble, 


as 
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a* thit the Whift of every new Pamphler 
£:194id Ragger them our of their Catechiſm 
and Chriſtian walking. This miy: have much 
realon to ſtagger ard to dilcourage-the Mi- 
nilters, when {uch a low Conceit -is had of 
all cheir Exhortations, and the benefring of 
their carers, as that they are not rhought 
fir to be turred looie to I hree Sheets. of 
Paper, without a Licenſe; that all the Ser- 
mnons, all the LeQures Preached , Printed 
and vented in ſuch Numbers and ſuch Vo- 
lInmes, ſhould not be Armonr [::fficient a- 
gainf? one lirgle Enchiridion Upvlicented : 1 
2m carfient that a Kinglom governed by 
the Ril's of Jaſtice and Forti:ude, or a 
C'irrch built ard fornded upon the Rock 
of Faich anti true Kaowledze, cannot be fo 
Puſiilatiimous. Thar all freedom of Writing 
ſhould be thus reſtrained wita the proud 
ciith of an” /mfrimictur , muſt. neecs. admi- 
nit-r cavſe of doubr and Gdifcouragement ro 
a: Learned and Religicus Men , who may 
juſtly ſuſpe& the Reaſon and Power of that 
caiile which durft ro: {tand a Frval of / Skill. 
Every Awhor writes eict.er Truth or: Falk 
hood ; if be wtit's Truth, why ſhould he 
bz oppreſſed or ſtifled > Ard 1f he delivers 
v-har is Falſe, I:t bim bz confuted by  An- 
ſxer, wherennto every Authar tis ſubject x; 
ftince no Cavſe ever (offered by being. .an- 
{weicd, only by Fire and Feggot. That Li- 
berty 
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berty 4s the Nurſery of Sciznce, appears in 
thar-there 1s nothing hath fo much clouded 
and diſcouraged the Traltan Wits, as their 
Txqgutjition ; which reſtraining ail manner of 
Phijloſophick freedom, hath for theſe many 
Years «produced nothing but obſequious flat- 
eery : Ia which County the Famous Galzleo 
was oppreſſed unaer the Ingwſition's T'yran- 
ny , tor thinkirg otherwiſe in Aſtronomy , 
_ than the Dominican and Franciſcan Licenicis 
thought. 

6. This Licenſing of Books, is one of the 
moſt dangerous and miſchievous Monopo- 
lies and Opprcſſhons our Government is {ub- 
5et to: Since, put the Caſe we were under 
an Evil Prince, ( as now we are under a 
Good one) he paying his Licexſer bis Sti- 
pend , might influence him ſo far , as to 
make: him Licenſe all Books againſt the In- 
rereſt of ihe Subje&t, or to the Defamation 
of any publick Spirited Lerds or Com- 
moners; and to prohibit only ſuc' Bocks as 
Are in the Vindication of fuch Perſons who 
are for the Liberty and Property of the 
Subje&; For that *cis ever the Intereſt of a 
Lcenſer, above all, to regard- the Pavour of 
his Prince, (though to the prejudice and al- 
moſt ruine of his Country.) Who pays him 
his Wapes ? His Prince. Who hath the 
Diſpoſal of all Places and Offices of Prefer- 
ment 2 His Prince, Then who ſhontld he 

(8/4 liudy 
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Rudy to pleaſe, right or wrong, but his 
Prince and Pay-matict 2 that is, it he be 
fuch as moſt Lzcenſer's are, low-{piriced Men, 
who conſider nothing but their preſent In- 


tereſt, Why ſhould not | have the fame 


freedom to Write, as to ſpeak 2 If:] ſpeak 
any thivg that is evil, I am liable to be pu- 
niſhed, but. yet | am never examined before 
I ſpcak what I am about to ſay: So .let not 


my Book be cenſured by one Intereſted Man . 


alone in priyate, till it hath tried the pubs 
lick Tcſt ; and then if there be avy thing 
ill in it, 1] am ready to anſwer for it. Why 
muſt no Writing , cither in the behalf of 
ſuch great matcers , as Liberty, Property; 
and Religion, or in the behalf of ſuch ſmall 
Trifles, as Funeral Tickets, Play-houſe Bills, 
City Mercuries, Hackney-Coach Bills, Quack- 
Dottors Bills, and the like, be Printed with- 
out a Licenſe? Is ir for that the Subjeft of 
theſe Bills or Tickets are dangerous to the 
Government 2- or rather, that this Monopo- 
ly would be injured in its Prerogative, if 
the leaſt Word or Letter be Printed withong 
paying Toll to this Licezſer. Heaven =_ 
that i: time, thers be not the ſame Reſtraint 
and Monopoly over Wuty Diſcourſe, as 
there is row over Ingerious Writing: Since 


by the ſame Reaſon, the Royal Jeſter may: 


demand a.Spcll of Mzney for eyery Jeſt that 
is. broken ia Difcourle , as well as the L# 
ceer 
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cenſer doth exp:& a Reward fer every Inge- 
pious Piece or Jſt, rhat is Printed in Books: 
When with more Gravity than Wit, ha- 
ving with great Study and Labour CorreCted 
ſome ſuch dangerous Author as Thomas 4 
Thumbrs ; he from his Learned Gramma- 
tical Pen, which caſts no Ink without Latey, 
drops forth that Lordly Word TMP RE 
MATUR; <ither becauſe he judged no 
Voulgar Tongue was worthy to expreſs ſo 
pure a Conceir, or rather perhaps, for that 
our Engliſh , (the Language of Men, ever 
famous and bold in the Arckeivements of 
Liberty,) will not eaſily find ſeryide Letters 
enough to (ptl] ſuch an Arbitrary Preſump- 
ewous Word, as isthat of IM PRIM A- 
T VR. | 

7. This trouble of Licenſimg doth very 
much prejudice and. injure the very Lecen- 
ers themielves in the Calling of their Mi- 
niſty, it they wiil gi'icharge thar Office 
as they ought ; becauſe of mecethi:y they 
_ negle& either the one Duty or the 0- 
Filer. 

8. It robs us of that grear Argument we 
make ulc of againſt the Mahom:tans; and 
what is worſe, Popifh Religion, viz. That 
Ianotance is the Mother of their Devotions ; 
fince how can we jultly brand: their Reli- 
grons; for beivg founded meerly upon their 
Laicks Jznorance; when we in the like man- 

| r:6L 
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ner diſcountenance knowledge our ſelves ? 
How can we upbraid Papiſts for not daring 
ro permit their Common People to read the 
Bible, when we do the ſame thing in cficQ, 
by tying all Perſons up to one Man's Ex- 
poſition and Interpretation of the ſame, wyz. 
the Licenſes, who will not permic any Ex- 
poſition to come forch that thwarts his own 
patticular Judgment. - I am confident, that 
it the Turk or the Pope, could be aſſured 
to-make all Men Expound the Al:oran and 
Scriptures , according to the ſenſe of the 
Mufti and Conclawe, they would neither of 
rhema be againſt the Common Peoples tead- 
ing them ; ſo that we all Tarce aim at 
one and the fame thing, -only by different 
ways; and that is our miſ'ak” : For Jer their 
fallhboods uſe what artife: they can ;'yer we 
do in a manner Libel our own Truth, 
when by Licenſing and Prohibicing, fearing 
each Book, and che fizaking of cach Leaf, 
we diſtruſt her 07a firength:; Lot her and 
Falſhood grovpie; who ever knew Truth 
put to the worlt ja a free an! open Encoun- 
ter > Her coofuring is the beſt and Creſt 
oppreſiiag, when tt Jeaves all ſanders-by 
no' room to dovht. The p4- 

n:ſhize of Wits, enhaunces thiir Loxd Bacon, 
Antho/ity , and foriiuden Wri- 

ng is thought to be @ certatn Spark of Truth, 
that. flirts up in the Faces of thim win [ch 
to tread it out. Whcia a Man bat ben 
L VOL 
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working at the hardeft Labour in the deep 
Mines of Knowledge, and hath furniſh'd 
hirnſelf out in all Equipage, drawn forth 
his ReaſGns as it were in Battel-array ; ſcat- 
rer'd and defeated all Objections in' his way, 
{urmons his Adverſary into the Field, : of- 
ters him the advantage of Wiad and Sun, if 
he pleaſes, only that he might try the mat- 
cer by dint of Argument; for his Opponent 
then ro ſculk and lie in Ambuſcade, to keep 
a narrow Bridge of Licenſing, where the 
Challenger ſhould paſs; this, though it be 


courage enovgh in a Souldier, is but Weak- . 


neſs and Cowardice 12 the Wars of Truth. 
For Truth needs no Policies, no Strategems, 
no Licenſings to render her Vicorious ; theſe 
are only the ſhifts and defences that Error 
uſes apainſt her power : So thar if ir once 
come to. Prohibiring, there is nothing more 
likely ro be Prohibired than Truth it ſelf, 
even the very Bible; as we may ſce it 1s 
by the firſt Inventors of this Monopoly. To 
jaſtifie the Wupprefhon of Books, ſome may 
Cite the Burning of thoſe Epheſian Books 
bi--St. Paul's Converts z bur that agrees not 
with cur Caſe, for there it was not the Ma- 
eiftrare, but the Owners of the Boks them- 
(elves, who burnt them 1n remorſe. 


9. Ard Laflly, Give me leave to tell 


vou, that Licenſing and Pertecution of Con- 
ſci: nce are I'wo Siſters, that-ever .go hand 
ia hat.d together, being both founded wpon 

one 
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one and the ſame Principle : Therefore to 
Aſperſe the: one, permit me to Defame the 
other. Now, although I allow no defferenee 
to thoſe Religions whoſe Principles deſtroy 
Government, ncr thoſe Religions that reach 
111 Life (both which, Errors the Papilts are 
guilty of) Yet I cannot but wiſh, that all Mew 
would ufe one another [o gently and [0 chart- 
tably, that no Twolent Compulſion ſhould 11- 
troduce Hypocriſy, and -render S$1zcericy as 
well trouble cane as unſafe. It would be har1 
meaſure for any Man to blame that Cay- 
rurgion who refuſed to cut off a Man's 
Head, only to cure a Wart or Pimple up- 

on his Chin or Cheek: Now the Caſe is 
altogether the ſame, and we may as weil 

decree a Wart to be Mortal, as a various 

Opinion in ye alzogut non necef{aria to be Ca- 

fi:al and Damvable. I would fain. know 

why. is not any Vicious Habit as bad or worſe 
than a Falſe Opinion 2 Why are we ſo zea- 

lors agaialt thoſe we call Non confot miſts, 

or Hereticks, and yet at rhe ſame time dear- 
Fic ds with Drukards, Fornicators, Swear- 

els, Intemperate and ldle Perſons? I am cer-- 
tain that a- Drunkard is as contrary to God, * 
a'd lives as contrary to the Laws of Chri-- 


ſtianiry, as ary Heretick; and 1 am alſo ſure. 


that | koow what Drunkenneſs is, but I am. 
nat ſw1e that ſuch an Opinion is Hereſie, nor 
wouli any Man ele be fo dogmatical in 
theſe matters, did he not miſtake corfidence. 

L 2 for 


$S -3 | 
for certainty. Faftion and Hereſfie were things 
unknown in the World, till the increaſe of 
Intereſt , and abatement of Chriſtian Sim- 
plicity : when the Church's Fortune grew 
berrer, her Sons worſe, and her Fattzers worſt 
of all, Why #iould I hate Mcq becauſe 
their Underſtandings have not been brought 
up like mine, have not had t!:c ſame Ma- 
fers, have not mct with the ſate Books, nor 
the fame Company ; or have not the ſaine 
Iacereſt , or are not ſo Wile, or are much 
Witler, ard therefore do not determine their 
School queſtions to the ſenſe of my S<C: or 
Hitereſt? I think they are in an Error, but 
ihey believe me co be in the wrong ; it they 
Err, they do it not throngh Obſtinacy, but 
Ienoratcc ; and if God affords them his Pa- 
ticnce, why ſhould we nor lend them ours ? 
It was robly and bravely anſwered (for a 
Heathen ) of Tambeirlain the Great, who 
( whea his High-Pricſt deftred him to re- 
duce all that pirt of rae World to cne Re- 
Vipion) replyed : No, I will zot ; for that how 
(faith bs) ao I know but the, [ame God, yo 
hath at. ghted himſelf ſo much with the variety 
of all other things, as appears in Men, Beaſts, 
Birds, Fiſh, Trees, Herbs, Flowers, 8c. may 
xot alſo delight him{elf as much tn variety of 
mPorſhip? Therefore I will puniſh none but ſuch 
a5 deny either a Goa or his Proxadence, ana 
him will 1 put ro Death. Certainly 'o1s very 
_wmreaſonable fur Men to preſs and pretend 
= Cicry 
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everv Opinion in Matters of Religion ,.as 
necelſaty in {o high a degree, thar if they. 
ſpoke Truth , or indied I'wo cf them in 
500 Sefts, which are now in the Worid,. 
(and for ovght I know there may be 50co.) 
it 1s 509 to one but every Man is Damn'd; 
for every Se& Damns all bur it (clf, and 
yet that is Damn'd of 499. and it is cxcel- 
tent Fortune then it that eicape. Ali Wile 
Princes herctofore , till they were overborn 
with FaQticn, gave Toleration to differenc 
Sefts, whoſe Opinions did not diſturb the 
publick Intereſt : And not without reaſon ;, 
for that being reſtrained and made milc- 
rable, mutually cndears the diſcontented. 
Party, and {o begets more nearty and dan-- 
gercus Confederations againſt the oppreſſing- 
Government. 

Now how unreaſonable ſceyer ſack kind 
of: Perſecurions may appear to all tender-- 
hearted Chriſtians'; yer it once a Licenſe 
prevails (when Men ſhall not be permitted 
co juſtife their Innocence to the World, tis: 
greatly to be fear?d that theſe Miſchiefs, and 
worſe than theſe ( if poſſible ). will be the 
conſequence of it. Having therefore thug 
plainly and ar Jarge demonſtrated the incon-- 
veniences of a Licenfing Prefs, give me leave 
ro write upon the {quate, and ſew you the - 
Objections: of our Adverſaties, which with-: 
cut wrong to ther cauſe; may be juſtly com- - 
prehended under one Head, ard that is this. 
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O:jefion, If (lay they) a Reſtraint be nor 
-atd uUp9n Print] ing, and fome Supervitors af- 

ned oyer the Preſs ;, how then czn we be 
iecured from Libels againſt the King , the 
Thurch , the State and Private NM _ ? As 
- > from Popith Books of all forts ? Now 

his I take to te the only Material Objection, 
ri 4 they can have any ſhew cf a 
pretence tÞ baffle and obſtruCt our defign. 

To wiich I Aim: Firſt, IT hat to expect 
any aſſurance that ro ſuch Books ſhall be 
written, Is more than Mortal Man can give, 
ſince we ſce, that during this late ACt, and 
ſhould there be even a Spamſh Inqu: ſition 
erected among us; yet there are ſome 
Authers and ſome Printers ſo bold, that the 
one to vent his Humour, and the other for 
the Lucre of Money, would Write and Print 
tuch Books, in ſpice of the ſtricteſt enquiry, 
and in defiance of the fevereſt Penalty ; and 
theſe are the _ ors that are moſt dange- 
_ and 2lſo moſt ircortigible, being Per- 
ſons however + at are more likely to be {t- 
In ned by Liberty than bv reſtraint : For ex- 
periznce hath alieadv ſhew'd, that all ſuch 
Aiﬀs wil! prove uncficcival as to them. Se- 
codly, ſv vppoſitg any ſuch Authors are taken 
2nd FAG rered + » hy , We need no other new 

115 for the puniſhing of them (2 s] humbly 
CO.CEIVEC | gry WT @fc airs acy 1 force : 
fs for example if any Audacious Villain 
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Publiſh Iicaion, be is alrcacy habie to: 
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ſuffer as a Traytor ; or if he Yrites Scan- 
dalous Reflc&ions upan the Government. I 
preſume he .is by the preſent Laws of the 
Land ſubje& to a Fine. and Impriſonment. 
Again, it he publiſhes any Acteiim, Hereſie 
or Schiſm, be is liable to an Ezcommuni- 
cation , and to be procced2d agalaft accor- 
dingly in the Spiritual Court: Or if in his 
Writing he defames any particular Perſon, 
he is obnoxtous to a Scandalums Hlagnatum, it 
he be a Pecr, and to an Action upan the 
Caſe for Slaiider, if he be a Commoner. 
And laſt of - all for Popiſh Books, 2uzre 
whether there be not Statutes already in 
force for the aboliſhing them, made 2 and 
4 of Ed. 6. For although this Statute was 
once repealed by the 1 Ml. 2. yet that of the 
1 2M. 2. was likewi.e afterwards repealed by 
the 1 Zac. 28. So that | cannot apprehend 
wherein we have need. of aty other new Law 
of this Nature, unleſs it be to preſerve to the 
poor Booksſellers .their juſt and undoubted 
property of their Copics,wbich is their Houſe 
and Land, they having the ſame Title for 
the one, as we have for the other. 


Poſiilcript., 
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Poſtſcrivt., 


His thus therefore, my Loras aud Gen- 
tlemen tenaer'd to your ſer10us conſideration” 
theje few Reaſons againſt any ſuch Inquiſition 
upon the Preſs, I ſhall pre/ume to offer but this 
one Propoſal to your 7 urigment, and [0 conclude, 
V:z. That if theſe fore-mentioned Arguments 
prove ſo wneffetual , as that yow Prudence 
ſhall think fit to take ſome further care about 
the regulating of the Preſs ; then if it be E- 
nalted, that any Book may be Printed mith- 
out a Licenſe, provided that the Printer's and 
the Author's Name, or at leaſt the Printer's be 
Regiſtred, whether or no this will not have all 
the good, but none of the bad Conſ quence of 4 
Licenſer > And that thoſe which otherwiſe come 
forth, of they be found Miſchtevos and Li- 
bellows, ſhall' be committed to the Flames, as 
alſo the Author to Condigne Puniſhment ; but 
inthis as in all other things, I humbly ſubmit my 
ſelf to your Supream Wiſdom and Judicatire. 
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DIALOGUE 


KW and the late K. F. 


ON THE 


Banks of the B O Y N), 
the Day before the Battel, 
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K 7. TF injur'd) Monatchs may their Cauſe 
expicre, | 

An Uancle's, anda Father's Right is more. 

Narure here pleads,your Blood is on my Side, 

Fach bcating Pulſe, and e'ry V1 aily'd. 

Vhat Feavor then has boyl'd you into Arms, 

1: Relictoi, or che Crown that Charms? 

It a miitaken Zeal thus puſh'd you on, 

*I was hard to ſhake my Gals ſo nearly 
done, 

The cbbing Sand had lite more to rum, /# 

It fpm my Daughter's Right your Claim 
you bring, 

She's too too carly Queen, whilſt Iam King: 


That 
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That Crime Rowe bluſh'd to puriſh, you 
purſue, 1] 

Make it your Glory, and your Conſcience too. 
A pious Parricide! when to your Wife 

You pay a. Victim cf her Father's Life. 
Your Love for Her appears in that to Me, 
You __ the Fruit, and yer cut down the 

ree. 


K. JP. brook but vp that Crown you durſt 

not Wear, 

And am no Ie!s Tour Cor querour than Heir. 

If- Right aiwire does Cr to Crowns belong, 

t hey loſe that Right, when once the K!ngs 
do wrong. 

Them Juſtice Sacted makes, Law makes 
'£m Strong. ; 

The Monarchy you juſt'y once enjoy'd, 

By the ſame Rule, as juſtly you deſtroy'd, 

. Titles to Crowrs from civil ContraQs ſprirg, 

And he who breaks the Law diflolyes the 
King. 

Nor can you here a Parent's Right pretend, 

Since Publick Safety knews zo Private Friend, 

Thus ger'rous Poprpey for bis Country Crew, 

Forgot his Zal;a, ar.d her Ce{ay too. 


KF. New Titles may be Scaftolded with 
Laws : : 

And Frothy Monarcks,of the Mobbs applaylſe, 

Take vp aCrown, on terms roo mean to Wear, 

Then Boaſt cthemſclyes ro be the Peoples = ; 

| ut 
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But they who Crowns from ContraQts do re- 
ceive, 

Are Kings at Will,and govern but by Leave: 

A Marble Ceſar pinnion'd ro a Throne, 

The People regnant, and the Monarch Stone. 


K. 7. When Free-bora Men (by Providence 
delign'd 
Both to preſcrye, and propagate their Kind) 
Did firſt thei: Brutiſh Appetices purſue, 
And Force alone was al! the Law they knew ; 
When Sez{e was Guardian, and when Reaſoz 


Young, 
"Twas then the Weak ſubmitted to the 
Strong. 
Then, as the Bull walks Monatch of the 
Ground, 


So Nemroa,Cyrus, and the Reſt were Crown'd 2 

For he who cou'd Protet,and Conqueſt bring, 

Was from a Captain r:pez'd toa King. 

Thus they the Peoples Safety made their 
Choice, 

And Heav'n confirm'd ir by the Peoples 
Vaice. 

When you to France and Prieſts the Laws 
berray'd, 

The in;ur'd Natio: call'd me to their Aid ; 

And in their Chace the nobleſt Title brings, 

For Subjedts are the ſureſt Guard of Kings. 


FINIS. 
— 


